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'Dicta Observes
The Nebraska Law Bulletin for May, 1933, published
by the college of law of the University of Nebraska at Lin-
coln, contains an interesting article by Will Shafroth of the
Denver Bar entitled "The Lawyers' Duty to the Public."
Robert L. Stearns of the Denver Bar, who for two years
has been acting Dean of the University of Colorado Law
School, has resumed his duties as a member of the firm of
Lewis &4 Grant. Two years ago Mr. Stearns was called upon
to fill the position of Dean James Grafton Rogers during
the latter's regime as an Assistant Secretary of State in
Washington, D. C. Mr. Stearns, very shortly after taking
charge at Boulder, won the respect and honor of the faculty
and the students and his departure was deeply regretted by all.
CORRECT YOUR COLORADO REPORTS
In 55 Colo., at page 41, the following quotation is
found from Denver Tramway Co. vs. Cowan, 51 Colo. 64:
"The general rule is, that when a party is sued for damages arising
from a particular act of negligence imputed to him, disconnected, though
similar, negligent acts, are admissible."
Reference to the same case in 51 Colo., at page 69, shows
that the quotation should be that, "disconnected, although
similar, negligent acts, are inadmissible."
EDITOR'S NOTE-Whenever attorneys, in reading Colorado Re-
ports, come across errors in quotations, and will call them to the atten-
tioin of the Editorial Staff, DICTA will be glad to set them out for the
use of the Colorado Bar.
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According to Mr. Will Shafroth of the Denver Bar, if
the attorneys of yesterday could see us today, "they would
see a national bar of approximately one hundred and sixty
thousand lawyers-with forty thousand more students in
law schools on their way to join the ranks-almost uni-
versally acknowledging that their profession is overcrowded,
and yet continuing to admit between nine and ten thousand
new licensees every year. They would see bar associations pass-
ing resolutions favoring higher standards, yet courts hesitant
about adopting them for fear of offending the great god
Demos, and legislatures still contending for the 'open door'
to the bar."
RECENT BAR EXAMINATION RESULTS
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Number Passing ......... 1,055 or 44%
.Number of First Timers ------ 565
Number Passing ---------- 195 or 35%
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THE IDEAL ELEMENT IN LAW
By ROSCOE POUND at Annual Banquet
PHILOSOPHER who wrote a book entitled "The Na-
ture of Existence," felt obliged to write a preliminary
chapter in answer to the question, "Does Anything
Exist?" Very likely a lawyer-like thoroughness requires me
to inquire at the outset whether there is such a thing as an
ideal element in law.
Certainly the analytical jurists of the nineteenth century
did not think so. Their first postulate was formulated thus
by Bentham: "Law or the law * * * is an abstract or col-
lective term which * * * can mean nothing more nor less
than the sum total of a number of individual laws taken to-
gether." Accordingly the analytical jurist proceeds to define
"a law" and, having done so, conceives he has defined "law."
Moreover, since the seventeenth century, in this mode of
thinking, "a law" has been taken to be a rule-a rule authori-
tatively prescribed by the lawmaker or authoritatively re-
ceived by usage or tradition. As Blackstone puts it, a law is "a
rule of civil conduct prescribed by the supreme power in a
state;" as Holland puts it, "a general rule of external human
action enforced by a sovereign political authority;" as Gray
puts it, law is made up of "the rules in accordance with which
the courts of [a] * * * society determine cases, and by
which, therefore, the members of that society are to govern
themselves."
What is meant by the word "rule" in these formulas?
In a narrower sense it means a precept prescribing some definite
detailed legal consequence for a definite detailed fact or state of
facts. Such rules are the staple of primitive codes. For ex-
ample:
In the Code of Hammurabi: "If a man strike a free man
he shall pay ten shekels of silver."
In the Roman Twelve Tables: "If the father sell the son
three times, let the son be free from the father."
In the Anglo-Saxon Laws (Laws of Ethelbert): "If
there be seizing by the hair, let there be fifty scaetts for bote."
In the Salic law: "If any person shall have called another
'fox' he shall be sentenced to three shillings."
Penal codes are full of such rules. Also in modern times
DICTA
they make up a large part of the law of commercial transac-
tions and of the law of property. Foe example:
Uniform Negotiable Instruments Act, § 124, '11; "Where
a negotiable instrument is materially altered without the as-
sent of all parties liable thereon, it is avoided, except as against
a party who has himself made, authorized, or assented to the
alteration and subsequent indorsers."
New York Real Property Law, §45: "When a remainder
is created on any such life estate, and more than two persons
are named as the persons during whose lives the life estate. shall
continue, the remainder shall take effect on the death of the
two persons first named, as if no other lives had been intro-
duced."
This is the narrower meaning of the word "rule," and cer-
tainly law is much more than an aggregate of rules in that
sense.
But there is a wider sense of the term "rule" in which
it means a norm or pattern of conduct in general, including
rules in the narrower sense, and all authoritative guides to con-
duct or decision having the power of the tribunals of the state
behind them. In this sense it means any authoritative pattern
of or guide to legal or judicial reasoning or judicial action, and
hence to private conduct. By a bit of logical acrobatics law
may be made out to be a body of rules in this sense. It is my
thesis, however, that even so the conception of law as an ag-
gregate of laws is inadequate.
At the outset we must make certain distinctions. For one
thing, we must distinguish "law" in the sense of a body of
authoritative materials of judicial and administrative action
(e. g., the law of England, the Roman law) and law in the
sense of the legal order-the regime of social control through
politically organized society-as when we speak of respect for
law or of law and order. Likewise we must distinguish law in
the former sense from what it is now fashionable to call the
judicial process. That phrase, too, has more than one sense.
Sometimes it means only the process of reaching a decision in
a particular case. At other times, and where the doctrine of
judicial precedent obtains, it means the process of determining
the legal precept to be established by the decision of a par-
ticular case. In that event, the process of determining the pre-
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cept is a decisive element in arriving at the decision. At other
times it means a generalization of the two preceding and con-
sequent picture of how judicial decisions in general are or
ought to be arrived at. Obviously law does not include every-
thing which enters into or determines the judicial process.
However we define the phrase, everything which enters into
the process, or even the received ideal of the process, is not law.
Many things besides law enter into the actual administration
of justice. Law, in the lawyer's sense, is a highly specialized
means for giving uniformity and predictability to the process
and thus maintaining the general security.
There has been endless debate as to the nature and the
definition of law. In a sense, as Yellowplush said of spell-
ing- "every gentleman is entitled to his own"-so we may
say of definitions of law that every jurist may have his own.
My thesis today is that for the lawyer's purposes law is a
body of precepts and received ideals and a received technique
of using them established or recognized by a politically or-
ganized society as the authoritative basis of judicial and ad-
ministrative action.
So regarded law is something much more complex than
the simple aggregate of rules conceived by the analytical jurists
of the last century. From this standpoint we must recognize
no less than three elements in a body of developed law, and
must recognize that one of those elements is made up of a
number of constituents.
First, we must put the precept element or elements of
rules in the wider sense. This is a body of norms or patterns of
decision, or prescribings as to conduct, which therefore are
to serve as norms of decision, some traditional and some estab-
lished by legislation. These precepts call for or imply an ap-
plication of the force of politically organized society in case
certain facts or states of fact are made to appear. They are
the authoritative materials of judicial action, the raw ma-
terials, one might say, to which the judicial process is applied.
But these materials are not all of one sort. We may profitably
distinguish rules (in the narrower sense), principles, concep-
tions, and standards.
Rules (in the narrower sense) have been spoken of al-
ready. They are precepts prescribing some definite detailed
227
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legal consequence for a definite detailed state of facts. A primi-
tive body of law is made up of such precepts. Ancient codes
are made up of a series of minutely detailed rules of this sort.
In the tariffs of compositions in which they abound one finds
not infrequently an enumeration of every member of the hu-
man body in the minutest detail, in the Anglo-Saxon law
coming down to "for every nail a shilling." Because they are
so detailed, there is the greatest diversity of such rules on the
same subject in different jurisdictions. Also they are very short
lived, seldom surviving in our law for much more than a
generation.
Principles are authoritative starting points for legal rea-
soning. It is worth a moment's digression to note how they
evolve. In primitive law there comes to be a stage in which a
sacred or authoritative text or a supposedly immutable body
of declared custom is the basis of administering justice. If
there is a sacred or unalterable text, one way of meeting new
situations of fact or new ways of looking at old situations is
to correct the text. The text does not admit of change, but it
may be discovered that the inscriptions or manuscripts in
which the text is preserved contain errors and a corrected text
may do in effect what we should do today by amendment. In
this process we have a germ of legislation, on the one hand,
and of legal reasoning, on the other. Another starting point
may be seen in the crude interpretation of the beginnings of
Roman law. Where the oak tree of one Roman was so near
the adjoining land of another that acorns fell upon the latter's
land, the Twelve Tables allowed the owner of the tree to go
on his neighbor's land at certain times and under certain con-
ditions to gather the acorns. This was extended to fruits of
all kinds by the simple device of interpreting the word"acorn" as meaning "fruit." Again, an action was provided
when one cut down his neighbor's trees. This was made to
cover grapevines by a similar interpretation of the word
"1trees." When law ceases to be a priestly tradition, when it
becomes secularized and comes into the hands of professional
lawyers, legal reasoning takes the place of such crude processes.
Lawyers begin to work upon the authoritative materials
by what is called in our old books "putting differences" or"taking diversities"-the first method of a science of law.
They find a difference between two texts or two cases super-
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ficially alike and a general proposition or principle behind that
difference and formulate the principle in a maxim. By de-
velopment of this process we get legal principles, that is, gen-
eralized propositions as authoritative starting points for legal
reasoning.
Some examples from Roman law are: Once an heir al-
ways an heir; no one can transfer more than he has; no one
should be enriched unjustly at the expense of another. Some
examples from our law are: Liability flows from fault; once
a mortgage always a mortgage; one who does anything on its
face injurious to another must answer for the consequences.
Such propositions, it will be noted, are not rules. They are
premises from which to deduce rules.
Legal principles enable the law to cover much which
could not be provided for by rules in the narrower sense and
distinguish law in the lawyer's sense from the undifferentiated
social control which obtains before law but is called law by
the historical jurists.
Conceptions are generalized categories to which particu-
lar states of fact may be referred. If the facts are found to
come within such a category, then certain rules, principles, and
standards become applicable. Examples in Roman law are,
sale, mandate transaction of strict law, transaction of good
faith; in the civil law, legal transaction, the most fruitful con-
ception in the law; in our law, trust, bailment, fiduciary rela-
tion. Here the legal precept is to apply the rules, principles and
standards attaching to the conception, in case the facts come
within it. Conceptions are the significant type in the maturity
of law. They are chiefly the work of law teachers and law
writers. In the nineteenth century judges and jurists struggled
hard to put all law in terms of them.
Legal standards define certain limits of conduct and are
authoritative guides to the valuation of conduct, to be applied
not absolutely, as in the case of rules in the narrower sense,
but in view of the circumstances of each case. Here the legal
precept imposes liability if the standard is departed from or
is not lived up to. One departs from or exceeds or falls short
of it at his peril of answering to any one injured. Examples
are: In the Roman law, the standard of the just and diligent
head of a household, the standard of proper use by a usufruc-
tuary, the standard of a just man in transactions of good
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faith; in our law, the standard of fair conduct of a fiduciary,
the standard of the reasonably prudent man, the standard of
reasonable service, reasonable facilities and reasonable inci-
dental facilities on the part of a public utility, and the stand-
ard of fairness in competition.
These standards come into the law in what I have been
wont to call the stage of equity and natural law. They have a
certain moral flavor and are individualized in their application
just as are moral precepts. They are a scientific way of achiev-
ing an individualization of application of law. They take the
place in developed law which in primitive law is taken by the
dispensing power of the king, or what in the beginnings of
French law was called equity-a permissible relaxation of ap-
plication of rules in particular cases. Legal standards are a
great advance over these things, and over the power of popular
assembly tribunals to override the law as, for example, at
Athens. They fix the cases where relaxation or flexibility of
application are called for consistently with the general secu-
rity, and fix the limits of that relaxation and flexibility.
These four types, rules in the narrower sense, principles,
conceptions and standards, make up the precept element,
which analytical jurists have taken for the whole of the law.
But this precept element is by no means the whole of the body
of authoritative legal materials which are the basis of judicial
and administrative action. It is not the whole of the authori-
tative apparatus by which justice is administered every day in
the courts.
Second, there is the technique element-a traditional au-
thoritative technique of finding the grounds of decision in the
mass of precepts both statutory and traditional; a technique
of developing the grounds of decision of particular cases out
of the authoritative materials; a technique of shaping rules
to meet new situations, of developing principles to meet new
cases, and of working out from the whole body of legal ma-
terials the precepts appropriate to the concrete situation be-
fore the tribunal. This element is, as it were, the art of the
lawyer's craft. It is this element which is decisive in char-
acterizing the two great legal systems of the modern world,
the common law and the civil law. There is no uniformity of
precepts in the common-law world nor in the civil-law world.
In England, the real property of an intestate passes to the per-
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sonal representative. In Oklahoma, the personal property of
an intestate passes to the heir. Yet English lawyer and Okla-
homa lawyer understand each other as perfectly as each fails
to understand the French or the Latin-American lawyer.
Common law and civil law have many precepts in common
and many institutions in common. Where they differ decisive-
ly is in their technique.
An example may be seen in the respective attitude of the
common law and the civil law toward statutes and judicial
decisions. In the technique of the common law a statute fur-
nishes a rule for a particular situation. But it does not furnish
general legal principles to be developed into rules or premises
to be made the basis of legal reasoning. A common-law court
reasons by analogy from judicial decisions but not from stat-
utes. On the other hand, in the civil law single judicial de-
cisions have no authority. A settled course of judicial decision
upon some point fixes the rule for that particular point. But
nothing more. The civilian finds principles in legislation. He
reasons by analogy from sections of codes. His attitude to-
ward the course of judicial decision is that of the common-
law lawyer toward a statute. His attitude toward a legisla-
tive provision is that of a common-law lawyer toward judi-
cial decisions. To put the matter concretely, we may com-
pare judicial treatment of Lord Campbell's Act in common-
law jurisdictions with a similar situation in the civil law.
Lord Campbell's Act is probably as universal a bit of legisla-
tion in common-law countries as could be thought of. It pre-
vails everywhere. Yet courts even today treat it as introduc-
ing an exceptional, one almost might say, anomalous, isolated
rule into the body of the law. Thus if A hits B on the head
with a club and does no more than injure him, in an action
for assault and battery the burden is upon A to justify. It
is enough for B to show that A hit him. If, however, A suc-
ceeds in killing B, and an action is brought by B's representa-
tive under Lord Campbell's Act, the burden is upon the plain-
tiff not only to show that A hit B, but that he caused the
death wrongfully. In civil-law countries, as with us, the law
starts out with the proposition that no price is to be put upon
human life, but the edict de dejectis et dilfusis provided a
penalty in cases where someone was killed by things thrown
out or poured out from a building. The penalty became a
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penalty of reparation of the damage to persons interested in
the life of the one killed, and by analogy all cases of wrong-
ful killing became actionable.
This technique element is the work of lawyers, and is
the most enduring element and the slowest to change in the
law. In Roman law it developed from the late Republic to
the third century. It was perfected by the teachers in the law
schools of the late Empire in the fifth century, and it has been
pretty much the same from the fifth century to the present.
In the common law it developed from the thirteenth century
to the seventeenth in the courts of Westminster. It was per-
fected in the eighteenth century and has been pretty much the
same throughout the English-speaking world since the time
of Blackstone.
Third, there is the ideal element; a body of received
ideals of the social order, and so of the legal order; a body of
received authoritative ideals of what law is and what law is
for, and so of what legal precepts ought to be and how they
ought to be applied in the light thereof. These ideals, not al-
ways as clearly differentiated from the personal ideals of par-
ticular judges as they should be, are the background of all
judicial action, whether in finding the law-i. e., finding the
applicable precept for a particular case--or in interpreting it,
or in applying it. Good illustrations of the Operation of the
ideal element may be seen in the decisions upon the Married
Women's Acts in the fore part of the nineteenth century, and
the earlier decisions upon Workmen's Compensation or Em-
ployer's Liability Acts in the present century. To this day the
law as to legal transactions of married women is made dif-
ficult by the attitude taken by the courts when these acts first
came before them. It is significant to compare the way in
which the operation of these statutes was held down, as in
derogation of the common law, with the willingness of the
courts to go even beyond the letter of the statutes in giving
effect to laws abrogating or altering rules of the feudal prop-
erty law. The ideal of an American society, in the minds of
the judges, pictured a simple ownership of land, freely trans-
ferable, as the chief asset of a pioneer society, relieved of rules
appropriate to a society ruled by great landowners, and de-
volving at death in the same way in which personal property
was distributed. It also pictured women as in the home, not
232 DICTA
DICTA
about in the world entering into all manner of legal transac-
tions. The one set of statutes conformed to the picture and
was given the fullest effect. The other did not and was held
down in operation. Both were in derogation of the common
law. But it is significant that the doctrine of strict construc-
tion of statutes in derogation of the common law was not
applied to the laws which overhauled the law of real prop-
erty and purged it of archaisms. Married Women's Acts were
no more radical in their departure from the common law than
the statutes which made over descent of land. The difference
in judicial treatment is not to be explained by the common-
law canons of interpretation.
When Married Women's Acts first came before the
courts, they were looked at jealously with respect to rights of
husbands, just as Workmen's Compensation and Employer's
Liability Acts were at first held unconstitutional for want of
due process of law as infringing the liberty and taking away
the property of employers. It would have been quite possible
to uphold Married Women's Acts as adopting the equitable
as against the common-law view with respect to the property
of married women, and so not depriving husbands of sub-
stantial vested rights, but giving the substantial claims of the
wife better security than could be afforded in equity. That
seems to have been the theory on which the statutes were
drawn. The pioneer statute was entitled "An Act for the
More Effectual Protection of the Property of Married Wom-
en." In the same way, the Workmen's Compensation and
Employer's Liability Acts might have been upheld, as in the
event they came to be, on more than one common-law
analogy, notably that of liability without fault for the torts
of a servant or agent. In each case the courts were moved to
choose one starting point rather than the other by an ideal
of the social and legal order with which the statutes were felt
to be out of accord.
It is only by a straining which is not worth while that
the three elements in law, the three elements in the authorita-
tive materials governing or guiding judicial and administra-
tive action, may be reduced to rule even in the wider sense.
Indeed, it gives a wholly wrong picture of this body of au-
thoritative materials to put it in terms of an aggregate of rules
and take rules in the narrower sense as the type. The nine-
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teenth century strove for an impossible degree of absolute
certainty in judicial and administrative action, and rule in
the narrower sense in which a definite, detailed legal conse-
quence is prescribed for every definite, detailed state of facts, is
the simplest and most obvious case of such certainty of ap-
plication. Given the exact state of facts, the exact measure
of action is at hand and calls for nothing but mechanical ap-
plication. A very great part of the administration of justice
undoubtedly does go on in this way. Otherwise courts could
not dispose of their enormous dockets consistently with the
requirements of the economic order. But very significant parts
of the administration of justice do not and cannot go on in
this simple way.
There are two other reasons for the nineteenth century
attempt to reduce law to an aggregate of rules. One is that
the analytical jurists took statute for the type of law. They
had inherited the command idea of law from Byzantine legal
science by way of Justinian and by way of the academic study
of Roman law in the twelfth century universities. Another
is that the leading English and American analytical jurists
were real property lawyers. John Austin was a chancery bar-
rister at the time when the courts of equity were chiefly con-
cerned with family settlements and the learning of future in-
terests in land with all its intricacies had passed from the
Court of Common Pleas to the Court of Chancery. John
Shipman Gray was our leading American authority upon the
law of real property, and in particular upon the law of fu-
ture interests in land. Rules in the narrower sense are the
staple of the land law because of the call for stability of titles
involved in the social interest in security of acquisitions.
Analytical jurists strove hard in the last century to ex-
clude the ideal element from the law. They deemed it destruc-
tive of certainty to admit the existence of anything but a body
of positive precepts. Yet the importance of the ideal element
in the work of tribunals is decisive even in the law of prop-
erty. For example, in a comparatively recent case in Missouri
the highest court of that state held that primogeniture in
estates tail was "contrary to the theory on which this and
other commonwealths were built." The statute read: "And
the remainder shall pass in fee simple absolute to the person to
whom the estate tail would at the death of the first grantee,
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devisee, or donee in tail first pass according to the course of
the common law." Such a provision had been held in Massa-
chusetts to adopt primogeniture, giving the first taker an estate
for life and the common-law heir in tail a fee simple. The
Missouri court did not follow these decisions nor did it follow
the clear language of the statute which provided for a remain-
der in fee to the common-law heir in tail. Instead it fell back
upon an ideal of the nature of American institutions and
shaped the statutory provision to agree therewith.
But the most striking illustrations of the ideal element
in action are to be found in our constitutional law. Take, for
example, the interpretation of the Fourteenth Amendment.
What fixed the content of the historically given phrase "due
process of law"? It was not analysis. That would at most
have extended the phrase to procedure. It was not history.
The develpoment of the power of courts with respect to arbi-
trary interference with the liberty or property of the subject
or citizen down to Coke's Second Institute and thence to the
Constitution of the United States extended only to executive
attempts to do the things committed to the legislature. The
decisive factor in construing the Fourteenth Amendment was
an ideal of a politically organized society in which all activi-
ties were measured by reason and every personal element was
excluded or held down by general precepts or patterns of ac-
tion. This ideal has shaped the whole interpretation and
application of the clause as to due process of law.
Received ideals which are part of the authoritative mate-
rials of judicial action are of two kinds. First, there are ideals
of the social order, of the end of law, such, for example, as the
ideal of "a free government," or of "free institutions," or of
"American institutions," so constantly invoked in the fore
part of the nineteenth century. Thus in a well known case
Mr. Justice Miller said: "The theory of our governments,
state and national, is opposed to the deposit of unlimited
power anywhere." Such ideals are frequently made into a
sort of super-constitution by which legislation is judged.
Second, there are ideals of the authoritative materials of
decision, that is, ideals of whence these materials are derived
and what they are in substance as distinguished from form.
For example, in the eighteenth century generally and in the
fore part of the nineteenth century in the United States the
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natural law ideal obtained. There was an ideal of a com-
plete universal model code or body of rules, given by reason,
and of a body of received or established precepts as simply
declaratory thereof. Hence it followed that if a tribunal
could find a better statement of a proposition of law, that is,
a statement more nearly conforming to the universal model
code than that contained in the positive law of the time and
place, it was at liberty to, indeed it was its duty to, adopt that
better formulation. Thus in a case in the highest court of
New York about the middle of the last century the question
was as to whether a statue and a sun dial had become fixtures.
The opinion of the majority of the court goes into a long dis-
cussion of French authorities and says: "I think the French
law as applicable to statuary is in accordance with reason and
justice." Being in accordance with reason and justice, it was
taken to be declaratory of natural law and so was taken over
as the law of New York, notwithstanding the constitutional
provision adopting the common law as the system in that
state. The court paid no attention to the common-law au-
thorities. The French doctrine as a sound exposition of the
ideally just rule was a better formulation of something of
which both English and New York law were to be merely
declaratory.
If the ideal element in the law of the time and place were
as well organized, had as much definiteness, and were sub-
jected to a critique as assured and thorough as that to which
the apparatus of rules and doctrines has long been subjected, it
would not be the source of confusion which we much admit it
to be today. Very likely if analytical jurisprudence had gone
on to treat this element as it did the precept element in the last
century, analytical jurists would have no concern to cast it
out of the law. Unhappily, philosophical jurisprudence has
been under a cloud for a century, and this part of our authori-
tative legal materials has been neglected. In consequence the
line between received ideals which are part of the law and
subjective ideals of the particular judge or particular tribunal
has not always been drawn, and indeed at times is not easy to
draw carefully. An example of the extent to which an ideal-
izing of the legal institutions of the time and place may be-
come a universal measure may be seen in the treatment of the
Enoch Arden situation by two great judges, Lord Holt and
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Mr. Justice Miller. Each had occasion to speak of limitations
upon legislative power. Lord Holt said that undoubtedly
there were such limitations. There were things which Par-
liament could not do, but one thing which it could do was to
enact that A, who was the wife of B, on and after a certain
date should cease to be the wife of B and should be the wife
of C. Mr. Justice Miller, discussing the same question, said:
"There are limitations on such power which grow out of the
essential nature of all free governments. Implied reservations
of individual rights, without which the social compact could
not exist, and which are respected by all governments entitled
to the name. No court, for instance, would hesitate to de-
clare void a statute which enacted that A and B who were
husband and wife to each other should be so no longer, but
that A should thereafter be the husband of C, and B the wife
of D. Or which should enact that the homestead now owned
by A should no longer be his, but should henceforth be the
property of B." When in a lecture some years ago I had occa-
sion to mention this difference of opinion, a judge of one of
our state courts wrote me an indignant letter saying that no
such statute would be tolerated in any Christian civilized
land. In reply I was able to remind him that a statute in
almost those very words was enacted in Indiana in 1842,
that such statutes are still being enacted in Canada, that they
were common in England down to 1859, and that in his own
state they had been enacted until after the middle of the nine-
teenth century. As Mark Twain said of the judgment of
Solomon, the explanation lies in the way Solomon was raised.
Lord Holt sat upon the bench in a land in which legislative
divorce was familiar. Mr. Justice Miller was familiar with a
polity in which there was a sharp distinction between judicial
and legislative power and legislative divorce had long become
obsolete or forbidden by constitutional provisions.
Today received ideals are in flux and the line between
authoritative ideals and the personal ideals of particular
iudges is much more than usually hazy, and the results have
put law and its application much at large in some important
fields of judicial and administrative action. Hence many, who
think of law in terms of the precept element, are becoming
skeptical of the existence or possibility of a legal order in
which judicial action is held to uniform and predictable lines.
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What is needed is not destructive criticism of judicial action
in a stage of transition, but a constructive theory of the ne-
glected element of the law in which lies the mischief.
Analytical jurisprudence and historical jurisprudence,
which organize and criticize and enable us to understand the
precept element and the technique element must be supple-
mented by a philosophical jurisprudence which shall organize
and criticize the ideal element and bring us to distinguish au-
thoritative, received ideals from subjective ideals. When re-
ceived ideals are universally received, there is little or no need
of philosophical jurisprudence. In the reign of an idea of free
competitive and acquisitive self-assertion as the ideal of the
highest good in nineteenth-century America, we could get
along well enough with no conscious philosophy of law.
When legally received ideals cease or cease largely to reflect
current ideals of the social order, or are out of touch with the
actual social order, confusion of authoritative with personal
ideals becomes acute and results in 5-4 decisions and the other
phenomena of unpredictable legal action on which so much
stress is being laid today.
When received ideals are breaking down and new ones
have not yet become authoritative, we must expect for a time
judicial groping, dissents, vacillation, and a blundering search
for workable solutions of new problems.
PERSONAL MENTION
Noah Alter and Samuel Chutkow are now associated in practice
as Chutkow F4 Alter at 846 Equitable Building, Denver.
. Harold E. Popham, formerly Deputy District Attorney for the
City and County of Denver, has tendered his resignation effective June
15th and will return to private practice.
Joseph E. Cook, Deputy District Attorney, has been assigned to
handle all Juvenile Court matters for the District Attorney's office.
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Dict ap h un
The report of the decision of the Supreme Court (per Hilliard, J.)
in Thompson v. Beck, 21 P. (2d) 712, contains this:
"* * * The conditions disclosed by this record emphasize the
wisdom of Mr. Justice Campbell's observations in International Trust
Co. vs. United Coal Co. * * *
"Campell, J., dissents."
PRACTITIONER REPORTS CURIOUS CORRESPONDENCE
A. L. Doud, Esq., of the Denver Bar, addressing himself to the
Editor-in-Chief, reports that he recently received a letter containing
this language:
"One of these changes, as I have told you, was made while I
was unconscious and expected to be dead the next day."
Mr. Doud expresses the hope that "As Editor of DICTAPHUN I
thought perhaps you might explain this rather unusual statement." We
are as much in the dark as the Editor-in-Chief.
PRACTITIONER REPORTS CURIOUS REPORT
Charles H. Haines, Esq., also a Denver lawyer, consults the Colo-
rado Graphic for May 6, 1933, and discovers a very astonishing re-
port of the-as-yet-unreported case of Smith vs. Windsor Co., No.
13214. Says the Graphic:
"The plaintiff's son, John, age seven, was drowned while playing
on the bank of defendant's canal."
EDITORS OF DICTA IN INTERNECINE STRIFE
In 10 DICTA 202 is a very long statement attributed to Dunbar
F. Carpenter, Esq., of the Boston Bar, and praising DICTA very much
indeed. It is captioned "We Thank You" and the parenthetical admo-
nition added "Dictaphun, please note."
We have noted to the extent that we interviewed Peter H. Holme,
Esq., of the Denver Bar, to whom the statement was charged to have
been sent. He declined to comment, although observing that the spring
weather was a delightful change. We then stole the original of the
statement from the files of the Editor-in-Chief and submitted it to a
committee consisting of one literary genius, one handwriting expert and
Ferdinand Pecora. The committee, through Mr. Pecora, submitted a
unanimous report of one word-
Mr. Pecora: "Apocryphal!"
For the benefit of the Board of Editors (us excluded) apocryphal
means fictitious, suprious or false.
Note those!
OUR COUSIN FROM MILWAUKEE
The very same Colorado Graphic declares on April 15, 1933, that
"At last we've attained the pinnacle of greatness! We've been quoted
-albeit with a smile-by DICTA. Ad astra per aspera, sine qua non,
or whatever it is one says in a moment like this.
"And just for that, we're going to say that DICTA gets better 'n'
better as time goes on. And that's no joke. We like the news items,
the reports of interesting speeches, and the artic!es on points of law-
and the first thing we read in each issue is Dictaphun. We don't need
many of the jokes explained to us, because, you see, we were raised
on most-well, several-of them."
Thank you very much. We esteem the Graphic and the first thing
we read in each issue is Moaning at the Bar. And, like the Graphic
editor, the first thing we read in DICTA is Dictaphun, but, unlike him,
we don't read anything else in DICTA.
Explanation of District Court Case Numbering System
By BENTLEY M. MCMULLIN
The District Court once met en banc
The judges being present
Some in their robes, some in their wigs,
Some in a garb quiescent.
A strange, moot question then arose
As to what certain digits
Were best or luckiest or would
Most help judicial fidgets.
"I like the ones and sixes,"
They heard Judge Calvert say,
"The twos and sevens better are,
Responds Sackman, P. J.;
Then Steele sprang up and vowed that he
Preferred the threes and eights;
"The fours and nines are, after all,
The best," Starkweather states.
McDonough had the last to say;
He took the five and nought;
And ever since these Judges have
The numerals they sought.
All numbers being then used up,
With deferential nods,
Judge Dunklee took the evens and
Judge Holland took the odds.
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ATTACHMENTS--SUFFICIENCY OF AFFIDAVIT-USURY-"FINANCE
CHARGES--Gilbert vs. Hudgens-No. 13307-Decided May 15,
1933--Opinion by Mr. Justice Burke.
Gilbert sued Hudgens in J. P. court on a promissory note for
$103, payable at $10 per month and attached an automobile. The suit
was dismissed at plaintiff's costs and appealed to county court. In
county court, general findings for defendant and for dissolution of
the attachment.
1. Where an affidavit for attachment alleges every ground speci-
fied in the attachment statute, it discloses on its face inconsistency,
absurdity and invalidity, and attachment made thereunder is void.
2. Since there was no valid attachment, it is unnecessary to deter-
mine whether the attached property was exempt.
3. The burden of proving usury devolves upon him who alleges
it.
4. Where a note provides for certain penalties in case of default
in payments, such provisions do not make the contract usurious.
5. Parties are entitled, irrespective of usury statutes, to make such
"spread" as they may agree upon between cash and credit price and the
percentage of that "spread" is immaterial, and this is particularly ap-
plicable to credit sales of rapidly depreciating property, such as auto-
mobiles when the down payment is small and the purchaser takes pos-
session.-Judgment affirmed as to dissolution of attachment; otherwise,
reversed, with instructions to enter judgment for plaintiff for balance
due on note.
WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION--STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS-PERMA-
NENT DISABILITY-PETITION FOR REVIEW-London Guarantee
& Accident Co. vs. Sauer et al.-No. 13236-Decided May 15,
1933--Opinion by Mr. Justice Bouck.
In 1917 an accident befell Sauer and employer's insurer paid com-
pensation for 20 weeks for temporary disability. In 1932, Sauer asked
the Industrial Commission for a hearing on permanent disability which
he claimed resulted from the same accident. Sauer was unaware of his
right to ask for permanent disability compensation until 1932. Com-
mission awarded compensation for permanent disability. The award
was affirmed by the District Court.
1. No matters not specified in the petition for review before the
Industrial Commission can be inquired into by the District Court or
Supreme Court.
2. The earliest disability for which compensation is either
awarded or paid will arrest the running of the statute of limitations.
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3. A later disability does not create a new right or cause of ac-
tion. It is simply an element or rather a manifestation of the injury
inflicted by the original accident. The actuality of that injury is estab-
lished once for all in connection with the first disability proved or ad-
mitted.
4. Unider the evidence in this case, there is no doubt that the
permanent disability began well within the five years next after the
accident.
5. The five years statute of limitations applies where the proved
accident, as cause, is not followed by a proved disability, as result, with-
in five years.
6. The casual connection, being once established, however, a dis-
ability directly resulting from the injury caused by the accident may
be shown, whether it is actually disclosed early or late.
7. An objection that the claim was not properly proven cannot
be urged where there was a payment of the original agreed compensation
with the approval of the Commission. Voluntary payment under such
condition is equivalent to an absolute award.--Judgrnent affirmed.
LIBEL-MOTION FOR DIRECTED VERDICT--SUFFICIENCY OF EVI-
DENCE-Walker vs. Hunter-No. 12802-Decided May 8, 1933
-Opinion by Mr. Justice Bouck.
Ii an action for libel, upon the plaintiff resting, the court below,
on defendants' motion, directed a verdict for the defendants and en-
tered judgment in their favor.
1. Where the evidence is palpably insufficient, it is proper to
direct the verdict.
2. It is essential to establish malice in a libel action where the
circumstances surrounding the communication presumptively clothed
the defendants with a qualified privilege.
3. Where assignments of error, based upon the admission and ex-
clusion of evidence are made and it appears that even if the evidence
that was excluded be received or that the evidence that was received
over objections had been rejected, that the decision would have to be
the same, no prejudicial error is shown.--Judgment affirmed.
RELEASE AND SATISFACTION--Oman vs. Mishler-No. 12882-De-
cided May 8, 1933-Opinion by Mr. Justice Burke.
Mrs. Mishler alleged that she and her husband were partners in
in the sheep business, that her husband and Oman conspired to defraud
her of her interest and that in furtherance of their plan, her hus-
band conveyed to Oman all the partnership property. She prayed for
cancellation and accounting. On trying to a jury, she had a verdict
for $6,000. A release was introduced in evidence from Mrs. Mishler
to Oman wherein, for an express consideration of $50, but for an actual
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consideration of $15 only paid, she released Oman from all liability and
agreed to dismiss the suit. Mrs. Mishler denied the signature.
1. The question here was the existence of the release and its good
faith. Mrs. Mishler denied signing and that question was for the jury.
2. Even if the release was signed, the jurors might properly have
disregarded it as wholly devoid of good for the entire record im-
peaches it.
3. Weight of evidence does not necessarily depend upon volume
or number of witnesses.
4. Gross inadequacy of consideration for release may itself con-
stitute evidence of fraud.
5. A consideration of $15 for the settlement of a $6,000 liability
is about as grossly inadequate as will be found in the books.--Judgment
affirmed.
PLEADING-BILL OF INTERPLEADER -EFFECT- JURISDICTION-
Midland Life Insurance Co. vs. First National Bank-No. 12860
-Decided May 15, 1933--Opinion by Mr. Justice Campbell.
Midland Life Insurance Company filed below what it designated
as a bill of interpleader, alleging that it issued a $5,000 policy on life
of Thaxton; that Thaxton, with consent of insurer, assigned the
policy to First National Bank to secure $3,000 indebtedness: that later,
with consent of First National Bank, policy was to be surrendered and
new policy for $4,000 issued, but First National Bank retained original
policy awaiting substitution of new policy. New policy for $4,000 was
issued to insured, who, without knowledge of First National Bank,
assigned new policy to Bent County Bank to secure another indebted-
ness. Insured died and this bill was filed against the two banks, re-
quiring them to set up their claims under the policies. Court below held
plaintiff not entitled to relief demanded.
1. There is a distinction between a bill of interpleader and a bill
in the nature of a bill of interpleader, in that in the latter there are
grounds of equitable jurisdiction other than the mere right to compel
defendants to interplead.
2. A bill in the nature of a bill of interpleader will lie by party
in interest to ascertain and establish his own rights where there are other
conflicting rights between third persons.
3. But a bill seeking to determine complainant's liability to the
respective defendants, no question being raised between them, is not
strictly a bill of interpleader, and while the issues may be determined on
a bill in the nature of a bill of interpleader,, in the absence of objection,
it must be treated as a bill in equity to determine complainant's own
rights.
4. The present case is not a proper one for granting to plaintiff
the relief demanded.
5. A plaintiff cannot have an order that the defendants inter-
plead, when one important question to be tried is, whether, by reason
of his own act, he is under a liability to each of them.
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6. Where, in a bill in the nature of a bill of interpleader, the
plaintiff asks for equitable relief and prays that the defendants be re-
quired to set forth whatever claims they have, the plaintiff cannot be
heard to assert that the trial court committed error in deciding the issues
which it asked to have determined, and in such case the court can grant
affirmative relief to the defendants.--Judgment affirmed.
FIRE INSURANCE-ASSIGNMENT OF-TRANSFER OF PROPERTY
WITHOUT NOTICE-Zimbelman and Toll vs. Hartford Fire Ins.
Co.-No. 12732-Decided April 24, 1933--Opinion by Mr.
Justice Campbell.
1. Where a policy of fire insurance provides that, in the event
of the sale or transfer of the property insured without notice to the
insurance company, the policy shall become void, and where a sale is
made, no notice having been given, no recovery can be had upon a
fire which occurred subsequent to the sale.
2. Toll, the original owner, sold a ranch to Zimbelman. Prior
to the time of the sale, he had the barn insured against loss by fire.
After the sale, the barn was destroyed but no notice was given to the
company. Many contentions were made by the plaintiffs. There is no
question of the validity of the provisions of the policy which require
notice to the company in the event of a sale or transfer.-Judgment
affirmed.
FORGERY-CONVICTION REVERSED FOR FAILURE OF EVIDENCE-E.
C. Sharer vs. The People of the State of Colorado-No. 13224-
Decided April 24, 1933--Opinion by Mr. Justice Bouck.
1. The appellant was convicted of forgery, on the strength of
photostatic copies purporting to be of the face and the reverse side, re-
spectively, of a single check. The original check was not before the
court.
2. Examination of the two exhibits reveals that they bear dif-
ferent perforated dates, the perforation on the face of the check reading
"Paid 3-26-27," and the perforation on the reverse side reading "Paid
3-19-27." Obviously the two could not constitute a single check.-
Judgment reversed.
BANKS--STATUTORY LIABILITY OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS KNOW-
INGLY RECEIVING OR ASSENTING TO DEPOSITS WHILE BANK
IS INSOLVENT--George H. Goldsworthy vs. Charles A. Chase
et al.-No. 12794-Decided April 24, 1933-Opinion by Mr.
Justice Campbell.
1. Action by depositor in behalf of himself and assignors against
directors of the Bank of Telluride to recover deposits made during a
thirty-day period of alleged insolvency prior to its failure. The action
was based on section 2676 C. L. 1921, which provides for personal
liability of officers, directors and employes of banks who knowingly
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permit receipt of deposits when the bank is insolvent, and also pro-
vides that evidence that deposits were received or assented to by the
defendants within thirty days of the bank's failure shall be received
as prima facie evidence of knowledge of insolvency.
2. It is necessary and essential that the plaintiff prove insolvency,
knowledge thereof on the part of the defendants at the time of the de-
posits, and knowledge of or assent to the receipt of the deposits.
3. A violation of the statute, to render the offender liable, must
in effect be intentional.
4. The word "offense" appearing in a statute may include a crime
or misdemeanor or a violation of a penal statute for which the penalty
is merely a civil suit to recover the penalty.-Judgment for defendants
affirmed.
CONTEMPT-WHAT CONSTITUTES-Collins vs. The' People-No.
13201-Decided April 24, 1933--Opinion by Mr. Justice Hil-
liard.
1. Plaintiff in error in his capacity as an attorney and in connec-
tion with a habeas corpus alleged in the petition on information and
belief "that the petitioner is unlawfully imprisoned, confined and re-
strained of his liberty," etc. The contempt proceeding was instituted
by the District Attorney upon an information which charged that the
plaintiff in error had knowingly made false statements in the petition.
The Trial Court found him guilty of contempt. The Court said, "It
should be manifest without the citation of authorities that an attorney
who inserts in an application for a writ of habeas corpus the usual,
customary and time honored allegation that petitioner 'is unlawfully
restrained of his liberty, which is but the allegation of a legal conclusion,
cannot be held guilty of contempt on that ground alone. "--judgment
reversed.
NEGLIGENCE-DUTY OF OWNER OF PREMISES TO NOTIFY A LICENSEE
OF DANGER KNOWN TO OWNER-The Windsor Reservoir and
Canal Co. vs. Elbridge H. Smith et at.-No. 13214-Decided
May 1, 1933.
1. On a portion of the defendant company's irrigation reservoir
and outlet ditch was a "false-bank" composed of ice, covered by blown
sand. Every year as the ice melted this bank weakened and finally gave
way. John, seven-year-old son of the plaintiffs, was precipitated into
the water and drowned. Plaintiffs recovered a verdict of $4,500 dam-
ages.
2. All issues of law have been passed on in the three previous
appeals of this same case.
3. The usual, though not invariable, practice of the Supreme
Court is to point out all serious errors whose notation is necessary to
prevent repetition.
4. An owner of property who knows of a false bank and knows
that a licensee is playing thereon may be required to notify the licensee
of the danger.--Judgment affirmed.
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SPECIFIC PERFORMANCE-ACTION FOR WILL NOT LIE TO COMPEL
GRANTEE OF REAL PROPERTY TO PAY MORTGAGE DEBT As-
SUMED BY HIM IN CONVEYANCE-Harold S. Woodward, as Ad-
ministrator, etc. vs. Molander-No. 12935-Decided May 1,
1933--Opinion by Mr. Justice Hilliard.
1. Suit in equity by a grantor of real property to require an ad-
ministrator of estate of deceased grantee to perform a contract of pur-
chase, particularly to pay complainant the amount of a mortgage in-
debtedness originally incurred by the grantor but assumed by the grantee
in the deed of conveyance.
2. A bill in equity for specific performance will not lie to compel
a grantee of real property, who assumed a mortgage indebtedness in
his deed of conveyance, to pay the indebtedness.--Judgment reversed.
WATER RIGHTS--JURISDICTION--JOINDER OF PARTIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS-UNDERGROUND WATERS-CHANGE IN CONDITIONS-
Faden et al. vs. Hubbell et al.-No. 12766-Decided May 1,
1933-Opinion by Mr. Chief Justice Adams.
1. The exclusive jurisdiction acquired by the district court of
one county to adjudicate all water rights in its water district, under
Sec. 1752 C. L. 1921, et seq., does not preclude the district court of
another county in the same water district from assuming jurisdiction
in an independent suit to protect water rights in regard to matters not
adjudicated by the first mentioned court.
2. Where the main question relates to an indivisible system of
water distribution directly affecting the rights of all parties, they are
properly joined as plaintiff or defendants, respectively, regardless of
the fact that they hold title to their water rights in severalty.
3. An appropriation is completed by application of water to
beneficial use with reasonable diligence. Water used for the propaga-
tion of fish is devoted to a beneficial purpose.
4. Section 1637 C. L. 1921 does not entitle an owner of land
to the underground waters first arising thereon if such waters are tribu-
tary to a river. In such a case the waters are a part of the river and are
subject to appropriation like surface waters.
5. A junior appropriator has a vested right in a continuation of
the conditions on the stream as they existed when he made his appro-
priation. The deepening of defendants' ditches, with the resultant
lowering of the level of underground waters to plaintiffs' detriment,
is an actionable wrong for which injunction is a proper remedy.
Mr. Justice Campbell, dissenting:
1. Since the waters in dispute are naturally tributary to the river,
the only court having jurisdiction of the issues involved is the court
which rendered the original adjudication decree.-Judgment affirmed.
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MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS---STATUTORY OFFICIALS-RIGHTS OF-
MANDAMuS-McNichols vs. The People ex ret Hershey-No.
13265-Decided May 1, 1933-Opinion by Mr. Justice Butler.
1. Merely because a position created by statute was not filled
for a number of years after the enactment of the statute does not pre-
clude him from receiving compensation if appointed.
2. In 1907, the state statute was enacted vesting in the State
Board of Health the power to appoint a local Registrar of Vital Sta-
tistics for each registered district. The act also provided that wherein
any municipal officer at the time of the act was officiating as the Reg-
istrar of Births and Deaths under a local ordinance, such official "shall
be continued as registrars in and for such cities." At the time of the
passage of the act, a municipal officer, known as the Commissioner of
Health, was acting as Registrar of Births and Deaths in Denver under
an ordinance of 1875. In 1916, the Denver charter was amended and
since that time, a municipal official, bearing the title of Manager of
Health and Charity, officiated as Registrar supposedly acting under the
ordinance of 1875. In 1929, the relator was appointed by the State
Board of Health as Registrar of Vital Statistics for the Denver dis-
trict. McNichols is the auditor and, as such, had refused to audit the
relator's claim against the city.
The statute superseded the ordinance. "That the Board neglected
to perform its duty in that regard (appointing a registrar of vital sta-
tistics) did not deprive the board of its statutory power, or relieve it
of the necessity of performing a plain statutory duty. "--udgment
affirmed.
WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION-NON-ACCIDENTAL DISABILITY-Hen-
nig vs. The Crested Butte Anthracite Mining Company-No.
12814-Decided May 1, 1933--Opinion by Mr. Justice Moore.
A non-accidental disability is compensable under the Workmen's
Compensation Act. Consequently, in an action by an employee against
his employer for damages for personal injuries alleged to have been sus-
tained through the malpractice of a physician employed by defendant, an
answer states a good defense, which alleges that both parties were sub-
ject to the Workmen's Compensation Act and that on plaintiff's peti-
tion thereunder the Industrial Commission had awarded him compensa-
tion in full satisfaciton of all liability of defendant for said injuries.-
Judgment affirmed.
TAX TITLES-ESSENTIALS OF-Whitehead vs. Bennett-No. 12777
-Decided May 1, 1933--Opinion by Mr. Justice Butler.
1. Plaintiff was the grantee of a quit claim deed which the gran-
tor had no right to give. Defendant was the owner of promissory notes
secured by a trust deed. The suit was one to quiet title in the plaintiff.
The complaint alleged payment of taxes for the required period of time.
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The answer did not specifically deny this fact but stated that the de-
fendant had not and could not obtain sufficient knowledge or informa-
tion upon which to base a belief. To prove his allegation that the taxes
had been paid for the proper time, i. e.: seven years next prior to
the commencement of the suit, plaintiff produced and introduced all his
tax receipts, which receipts showed that the first payment of taxes by
the plaintiff was made less than seven years before the commencement of
the suit. Payment of taxes for the required period must be shown.-
Judgment reversed.
JUDGMENT BY DEFAULT-MOTION TO SET ASIDE-GROUNDS FOR
-Beyer vs. Petersen--No. 12885-Decided May 1, 1933-
Opinion by Mr. Justice Moore.
1. When the affidavit supporting a motion to set aside a default
judgment discloses that counsel was retained in the case but four days
prior to the time in which the defendant should have made his appear-
ance, that the attorney was busy with emergency matters and that ap-
pearance by the attorney was made eleven o'clock of the day that the
default was taken, which was the day after the time within which
defendant had to appear, and when the affidavit further shows that,
immediately upon learning of the default, an answer presenting a prima
facie meritorious defense was tendered and that the motion to set aside
the default was presented immediately, the court erred in denying the
defendant's motion to vacate the default in judgment.--Judgmnent re-
versed.
PRINCIPAL AND SURETY-SUFFICIENCY OF COMPLAINT-DEMUR-
RER-Woodward vs. Hollis-No. 12872-Decided May 29,
1933--Opinion by Mr. Justice Campbell.
1. The lower court sustained a demurrer to the complaint on
the ground that it failed to state facts sufficient to constitute a good
cause of action.
2. The complaint stated facts sufficient to constitute a cause of
action which was equitable in its nature.
3. Section 21 of our code does not require that a surety shall
first have a judgment rendered against him before taking steps against
the principal to compel the latter to comply with his obligations.
4. A surety may recover as against his principal where the surety
has neither paid the accommodation debt nor been held in judgment
therefor.
5. After a debt has become due, a surety may resort to equity to
compel the principal to pay the debt, that the surety may be exonerated
from liability.-Reversed and remanded.
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A BOON TO THE LEGAL PROFESSION
THE LITERARY DIGEST is announcing its gift of "The
Layman's Legal Guide-320 Pages" with seventeen weeks'
subscription for the Digest-all for one dollar.
The Guide is heralded as "the substance of an expensive
law library, yet all compressed within the limits of one
volume." The publishers also announce as to the Guide that:
"It saves time, it saves trouble, and saves anxiety by keeping
you out of lawsuits;" (Italics those of the publisher) and
also that: "Its contents apply to every State in the Union,
to every form of society and every phase of business." Among
the legal subjects which are included in the Guide are Con-
tracts, Criminal Law, Equity, Personal Relations, Property,
Constitutional Law, Wills, Torts, Evidence, Sales, Negoti-
able Instruments, Partnership, Bankruptcy and Corporations.
It would seem that this work, which is so highly recom-
mended by the publishers, comes at an extremely opportune
time and will prove a boon for the legal profession. We are
at an era when the recovery from the depression has just be-
gun. It is well known that lawyers as a class have been
severely affected by the economic stress of the last three years.
Now that we are looking forward to better times this new
Layman's Legal Guide will doubtless be of appreciable aid
to the legal profession.
Such has been the experience of the past, because the
book entitled "Every Man His Own Lawyer" has created
more law business for the profession than the Sherman Anti-
Trust Act. It is said that one enterprising attorney presented
each of his clients and friends a copy of that work, which re-
sulted in a very appreciable increase in his practice. This
result was realized upon the philosophy that a little learning
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listed stocks. Now di'ributing BLACK HILLS UNITED
MINES COMPANY stock.






Trustee under Corporate Mortgages
Depositary for Protective Committees . . .
Transfer Agent and Registrar for Corporate
Stocks Miscellaneous Fiscal Agencies.
Ser 'ces to IndiLiduals and Families
Executor and Administrator of Estates . . .
Tristee under Will .. .Trustee of Living
Trusts and Life Insurance Trus ts . . . Safe-
keeping of Seen rities.
Escro vs
BUSINESS SERVICE.FOR BUSINESS MEN
AND WOMEN AND THEIR COUNSEL.
I I I
TIlE INTERNATIONAL TRUST COMPANY
THE UNITE!) STA\TES N \TIONAL. BANK
THE AMERICAN NATIONAI. BANK
THE DEN\ ER NATIONAI. BANK
TIlE COL.OJRADOI NATION %I. BANK
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